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Introduction

Metro School Speech/Language Pathologists:

Twaela Austin- twaela1.austin@cms.k12.nc.us

Leigh Anne Baker- leigha.baker@cms.k12.nc.us

Stephanie Dorton- stephanie.hoyle@cms.k12.nc.us

mailto:twaela1.austin@cms.k12.nc.us
mailto:leigha.baker@cms.k12.nc.us
mailto:stephanie.hoyle@cms.k12.nc.us


What is core vocabulary?

“Core vocabulary is a term used to describe a relatively small set of words that are used 
most frequently in oral and written language. 

The words in a core vocabulary can be used to communicate for a broad range of 
purposes, from basic requesting of desired items to building social relationships, sharing 

opinions and exchanging information on topics of interest.”  
-Project Core 

https://www.project-core.com/core-vocabulary/

https://www.project-core.com/core-vocabulary/


Examples of Core Vocabulary/Project Core

www.project-core.com       

The Universal Core vocabulary from Project Core is a set of 36 highly useful single words 
that can be used alone or in combination to communicate for a range of purposes on 
countless topics with a wide variety of communication partners.

Several formats are available to support student access through direct pointing or touch, 
eye gaze selection, and partner-assisted scanning. Additionally, high contrast versions are 
available to address the needs of some students with visual impairments and 3D symbols 
are available for students who are blind.

https://youtu.be/ax2iDUbuOz8?t=104

http://www.project-core.com/
https://youtu.be/ax2iDUbuOz8?t=104




Aided Language Input/Models of Core Vocabulary

Modeling is a powerful way to support communication and language development. 

Without our models, students who are learning to use the Universal Core will hear 
spoken language or see sign language, but they will not experience others 
communicating in a way they can use. Modeling the Universal Core as often as possible is 
a critical way to help students learn to use symbols to communicate. It is important to 
begin modeling the use of symbols as soon as possible – even before students 
communicate with us intentionally, we can attribute meaning to their behaviors (e.g., A 
child turns away from an activity. 

We attribute meaning - “you want something different” or “you do not want it.”) and 
model a symbolic alternative (e.g., Point to different or not on the Universal Core).





Activity: Modeling Demonstration

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QmuBaL-xWfw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flFNMky22-U


A Summer of Core



Questions/Review

Metro School Speech/Language Pathologists:

Twaela Austin- twaela1.austin@cms.k12.nc.us

Leigh Anne Baker- leigha.baker@cms.k12.nc.us

Stephanie Dorton- stephanie.hoyle@cms.k12.nc.us

Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions or need additional information!
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